Focus On You

Today, the Metro
section focuses on Oak
Cliff/South Dallas.

Focus on advance-
ment: Oak Cliffs Anne
Simons was recently
named the College
Board’s No. 1 female
Advanced Placement
Scholarin the state. 3B

An opportunity to
shine: Nearly 175
students from eight

Mother apologizes

for girl’s fake essay

Garland woman asks
TV viewers to not
blame her daughter

By ELIZABETH LANGTCN
Staff Writer
elangton @dallasnews.com

The Garland mother who lied
about a dead soldier husband to
win her daughter a Hannah Mon-
tana concert trip apologized Fri-
day on national television, asking
people not to punish the 6-year-
old for her mistake.

“I sincerely apologize to those

people who feel misled because of -
my bad judgment,” Priscilla Ce-
ballos said, reading from a pre-
pared statement.

“Iapologize to our military and
their families. I meant no disre-
spect. ... I apologize to my daugh-
ter for getting her mixed up in this
mess.”

Last week, Ms. Ceballos
daughter won a Club Libby Lu es-
say contest for tickets to asold-out
show by Miley Cyrus performing
as Hannah Montana, the fictional
rock star from the Disney televi-
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